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invite to form a Government and to deal with the
Catholic claims. But before this stage of the
arrangements could be reached Peel had to gain
over the Duke of Wellington to his side and per-
suade the Duke to conquer the King's opposition.
It was difficult enough to persuade the Duke of
Wellington, who had so lately announced that
nothing was to be done for the Catholic claims ; but
Peel succeeded in bringing Wellington to listen to
reason. The difficulty he had was all the greater
because Lord Anglesey had lately been dismissed
from his office as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, on the
ground that he had shown a want of discretion in
talking too freely in Ireland about differences in the
Cabinet on the subject of the Catholic claims. We
may safely assume that Lord Anglesey was dismissed
from office because the King could not put up any
longer with his strenuous recommendations that those
claims should be taken into consideration. In any
case, Lord Anglesey's dismissal must have seemed to
Peel to make the task of winning over the Duke of
Wellington more difficult. But the Duke was won
over before long. The truth was that the Duke
had an absolute faith in Peel's judgment and states-
manship, and when Peel made up his mind the Duke
felt himself bound to make up his mind in the same
way. The Duke's position then and on other
occasions was perfectly simple. If he had been
commanding an army in a foreign and a difficult
country he would have accepted the services of a
guide who knew the place, an$ would have followed
the teachings of the guide when in order to reach a